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HEYSHOTT PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Chairman:  Christopher Weeks 
Clerk:   Jane Crawford  

email:      clerk@heyshottparishcouncil.gov.uk 
website:   https://heyshottparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES:    Meeting of Heyshott Parish Council No 1/Year 4/23-27 
Held on: Tuesday 14 May 2026 beginning at 19.35 
At:  The Cobden Hall 

Present: Christopher Weeks 
Bridget Adler    Jane Constanduros     
Robert Harris     Simon Hook 
Fiona Mackay    Nicholas Pailthorpe   

  
 
In attendance: District Councillor Francis Hobbs 
Absent:        WSC Councillor Tom Richardson 

 
The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations are in force, giving a right to members of 
the public to record (film, photograph and audio-record) and report on proceedings at meeting of 
the Council and its Committees. 

   
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Jane Constanduros 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:  None 

3. MINUTES OF MEETING:   HPC Meeting No 6/Year 3/23-27 of 10 March 2026:  The 
Minutes were agreed and signed. 

4. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR report 
FH had stood unsuccessfully in the recent election as WSC Councillor for Midhurst.  TR 
was re-elected for Rother Valley including Heyshott. 
There would be another election next year for the unitary authority.   
There was another consultation which would end on 15 June for West Sussex to be split 
into 2 authorities: Chichester, Horsham and Crawley Districts and the coastal districts in 
another.   The Government may have other ideas. 
Parish councils will remain and will have to become more professional from a legal point 
of view when responding to planning applications.    

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  None 

6. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT, MEETING REPORTS and COUNCILLORS’ COMMENTS 
Bonfire:  LP was being supported for organising the event for this year.   May Day was 
separate and it was hoped she might keep it on in future.  It was planned to have a whole 
village meeting to decide on what it would be like in the future and hopefully proceeds 
would support village organisations rather than just the following year’s bonfire.    

Trip to House of Commons:  11 people had signed up and would meet at Haslemere to 
catch the train to London. 
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The Playground oak had been planted between the cricket ground and Peace Road. 

7. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
7.1. Financial report including year-end Budget;  Risk Assessment and Assets Register 

£3,000  has been transferred from the current A/c to Deposit A/c. 
Resolution:  To agree above payments above.   Proposed by the Chairman seconded by 
BA, with all in favour.     
NB Clerk may be due to have a pay rise if the pay award is agreed by the Government. 

 Risk Assessment:   The risk assessment was undertaken by the Chairman and the Clerk  

Receipts Detail Ref Amount 
NatWest Interest March £8.07, April £7.30 H £15.37 
Bigfeat Run (half paid to Cobden Hall) L £600.00 
CDC Precept J £5,250.00 
HMRC VAT repayment 1 Mar 25-31 Mar 26 Q £226.61 
    
Payments since March    
The Tall Dog Payroll March  A02 £20.00 
J Crawford Clerk’s pay March inc. overtime A01 £333.36 
J Crawford Clerk’s expenses A02 £138.52 
Cobden Hall For Bigfeat B03 £300.00 
The Tall Dog  Payroll (April) A02 £20.00 
J Crawford  Clerk’s pay (April) A01 £278.31 
JCD APM wine A03 £33.00 
JCD For AP leaving presents A03 £88.95 
ICO Data protection registration DD A06 £47.00 
    
Payments due May    
WSALC Subscription B02 £113.94 
The Tall Dog Payroll (May) A02 £20.00 
J Crawford Clerk’s pay (May) A01 £278.31 
K Bennett Internal auditor A05 £178.50 
Clear Insurance  Renewal before I June 2026 A04 £433.31 
    
Payments due June    
The Tall Dog Payroll (June) A1 £20.00 
J Crawford Clerk’s pay (June) A2 £278.31 
    
Balances 12 May 2026    
Current account    £3,510.29 
Reserve account   £13,455.54 
TOTAL   £16,965.83 
Actual HPC Reserves Less Playground see below  £12,153.36 
    
PLAYGROUND    
Receipts since last mtg Events cash P01 £150.00 
Payments Swing seats  G02 £199.00 
 Goal G05 £255.83 
Payment due           £0.00 
Current balance   £4,812.47 
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Assets Register had been completed by the Clerk who had filled in the value of items 
which had been blank using figures suggested by the Chairman last year.   The final figure 
of £49,119 included a 3% overall rise for inflation. 

7.2. AGAR 2025-2026 Certificate of Exemption was gone through and approved by the 
Council Proposed by the RH, seconded by FM, with all in favour. 

7.3. AGAR 2025-2026 - Internal Audit report.   Councillors had been sent the Internal 
Auditor’s report.  Having reviewed the accounts and paperwork provided she was able to 
confirm that the financial processes appear thorough, accurate and complete.  The 
documentation was very eƯiciently collated and cross referenced and the financial 
records accurately recorded the Council’s financial situation. 

7.4. AGAR 2025-2026 - Annual Governance Statement was gone through and approved by 
the Council.   It was signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 

7.5. AGAR 2025-2026 – The accounting statements which had previously been signed by the 
RFO had been emailed to Councillors    Resolved:   To agree the accounting statements.   
Proposed by RH, seconded by SH with all in favour.  The accounting statements were 
signed by the Chairman.  

7.6. Papers for Audit:  AGAR, Bank reconciliation, Variances table, Notice of public rights had 
all been emailed to Councillors.   All documents would be put on the website and notice 
board. Action 344:  Clerk, BA, RH   The Certificate of Exemption would be emailed to 
Moor, the External Auditor.   Action 345:   Clerk 

8. ENVIRONMENT AND AMENITIES 
8.1. Playground (PGC) report:   

 Maintenance / general updates:  
 All equipment regularly inspected and fine. 
 New goal post in situ. 
 A more sustainable waterbutt now in full use - Committee still have the job of re-

spraying paint on the main structure to refresh it (aim to complete this month ahead 
of half term week) 

 Tree update - The remaining two (Cherry + Purple Willow) were delivered later than 
expected, to be planted out in the playground this month, following some much 
needed rainfall.   

Additional updates:  
 Committee group was meeting the next day to scope out a possible Summer 

fundraising event - update to HPC following this.  
 Newsletter content - Small feedback point, that not all submitted playground content 

was published, unsure as to why. June - July content would focus on potential 
summer event promotion.  

 A positive relationship has been formed with the CDC Tree OƯicer following the 
playground planting.  The opportunity for future CDC Funding (for 2026-27) supporting 
tree/hedgerow planting across the wider village was raised as an opportunity for HPC 
to review/discuss) (The playground committee group agreed to assist with any future 
planting tasks, if required and HPC wished to utilise.  HPC For next Agenda and in the 
meantime HPC to consider it.  Action 346:  HPC/Clerk 

8.2. Highways and Public Rights of Way:    
Chalky bridleway fallen trees would be dealt with by NP.   Action 347:  NP  
Ditches at cricket ground and Peace Road:  Bramble clearance and ditching could be 
done as the contractor had an extra day.  Action 340:  Chairman.    Residents and Canine 
site had an obligation to do the other ditches. 
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Down Close pavement:   The Clerk confirmed that the pavement was owned by WSCC 
and she would write to Highways.   Afternote:  The Chairman  had reported the pavement 
on the WSCC website. 
Speed limits:  Query to TR on behalf of parishioner.   The clerk had written to TR, but 
received no reply.   HPC asked the Clerk to congratulate him on his re-election and invite 
him to report on speed limits at the next meeting in July.   Action 348:  Clerk 
Commons and open spaces:  
Hedges in field behind The Street houses BA had spoken to the tenant and she promised 
to do the hedges in the Autumn.  BA would remind her at the end of August.  Action 349:  
BA 
Nesting skylarks:   A parishioner had reported that the skylarks had nested in a field of 
grass above Moor Farm which was subsequently cut.  It might be reckless under the 
Countryside Act.   Action 350:  SH to investigate. 
SH was asked to investigate the status of any ‘common’ land in the village centre to 
determine if SNCI (Site of nature conservation interest) or SSSI rules apply for mowing and 
maintenance purposes. Action 351:  SH  
The Phone Box was in a poor state.   FM had emailed BT asking them to repaint it.  
Pavilion roof:  The roof had some missing tiles and Cowdray Estate should be informed 
and asked to check the roof.   Action 352:  Clerk 

9. COBDEN HALL: (FM)  No report.  

10. PLANNING  
10.1. SDNP/26/01382/TCA - 1 Leggs Farm Cottage - Notification of intention to crown reduce              

by up to 1.5m (back to previous wound points) on 1 no. Walnut tree (T1).  HPC no 
comment 

10.2. Decisions:  
SDNP/25/04526/CND – Walkers Farm - Replacement dwelling. Application under 
Section 73 to vary Condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission 
SDNP/22/05440/FUL to reposition the approved dwelling so that the applicants family can 
live in the existing dwelling whilst the works are being carried out and then demolish the 
existing dwelling as soon as the new dwelling is completed - (Variation of Condition 8 [Bat 
report] of Planning Permission SDNP/24/03661/CND for revised wording allowing for a 
Natural England Protected Species Licence to be obtained prior to the existing building 
edged red on plan 005D being demolished).   SDNPA:  Approved 

10.3. Decisions awaited  
SDNP/25/02509/FUL and SDNP/25/02510/LIS – Dunford House - Change of use from 
conference and training centre (Class C2) to hotel ( Class C1), members club (Class E), 
with heritage information area (Class F1(c)) with public access (number of days to be 
confirmed), modifications to extension approved under applications SDNP/22/05477/FUL 
and SDNP/22/05478/LIS, modifications to the internal reconfiguration of the main 
building, external storage building, replacement manager's accommodation, extension of 
coach house, erection of two polytunnels, glasshouse and four treatment pods, formation 
of natural swimming pool, pool changing room, landscaping including formation of 
kitchen garden and ha-ha, boundary deer proof fencing and modification of car parking 
area. 
SDNP/25/02509/FUL and SDNP/25/02510/LIS – Dunford House 29/01/2026 – See 
above, but new plans for manager’s house, new site plan with natural pool moved and 
details of farm garden.  HPC objections. 
SDNP/25/04638/LIS – Farriers - Internal changes to ground and first floor and new 
fenestrations to the side and rear elevations.  
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SDNP/26/00361/LIS – 1, Austens - Replacement of existing timber windows and doors to 
new double glazed timber casement windows and doors.    

10.4. AI and planning:  JCD had signed up for a trial with an AI company. 

11. CHECK ACTIONS LIST, CORRESPONDENCE and EMAILS:  A parishioner had written 
about campervans staying overnight in the parking area on Ambersham Common with 
consequent fouling and litter in the area.    It was agreed that BA would try and pick up 
litter more often and would contact the Chairman if she needed more help.   Action 353: 
BA   The Clerk would write and let the parishioner know.   Action 354:  Clerk. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS: HPC meeting on Tuesday 14 JULY 2026 at 7.00 pm in the COBDEN 
HALL 
 
CONCLUSION:  20.55 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Chairman……………………………………………………………       Date…………………………….. 

 

Actions from meeting May12 2026 
344 Clerk, BA, RH Audit documents Redacted on website/noticeboard  
345 Clerk Exemption Certificate Send to External Auditor  
346 All Trees in parish On Agenda for discussion at next meeting  
347 NP Chalky bridleway Contact Cowdray re dead trees  
348 Clerk Speed limits Invite TR to report at next meeting  
349 BA Uncut hedges Remind leaseholder in September  
350 SH Nesting skylarks Investigate rules  
351 SH Village Common Land Find out if SNCI rules apply  
352 Clerk Pavilion roof Inform Cowdray re loose tiles  
353 BA Ambersham Common Clear litter at car park regularly  
354 Clerk Ambersham Common Inform parishioner of above action  
355* Chairman New clerk Contact WSALC ongoing 
356* Clerk/BA Publicity scheme Complete and put on website  

*actions from HPC Annual Meeting 
 
Actions from meeting March 10 2026 

335 BA Website Do not put newsletter on website  
340 Chairman Peace Road ditching Organise  
343 BA Uncut hedges Speak to leaseholder  
332 Chairman Pond Let SFC know where to put pond mud  

 


